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TONKIN HIGHWAY GAP PROJECT ––TRAFFIC NOISE 
Grievance 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands — Deputy Speaker) [9.40 am]: My grievance today is to the Minister for Transport 
and refers to concerns that my residents have raised with me about the potential impact from increased traffic 
noise likely to be associated with the expansion of Tonkin Highway. The Tonkin Highway gap project, as it is 
being called, has been the subject of intensive planning and design work over the last few years. The aim of the 
project is, of course, to widen the highway from Great Eastern Highway to just north of Guildford Road. Thanks 
to consultations and briefings held by the Department of Transport, my community expects that this project will 
commence next year. 
We recognise the need for these important works because the project will be built to accommodate the 
Morley–Ellenbrook line, as well as to fix a well-known bottleneck of traffic and to enable Metronet works to coincide 
with road construction. The roadwork carried out by the previous government as part of the NorthLink project to 
create a free-flowing highway comes to a pinch point in Bayswater and Ascot. I have had numerous conversations 
with commuters who have described the dangers created when peak-hour traffic flowing along the highway at 
80 kilometres an hour comes to a sudden halt, and then crawls along the highway over the bridges as commuters 
attempt to join Guildford Road or Great Eastern Highway on their way to start or end their day’s business. 
I recently met with Bayswater residents who live near the project and who are concerned about how to manage the 
increasing traffic noise that will no doubt be associated with the Tonkin Highway gap project. A petition has been 
prepared and is being led by a team of long-term residents. These members of my community talked to their 
neighbours living on either side of the highway. The petition they presented to me contains 283 signatures and is 
being tabled today in the other place. It has been signed by the constituents of Bayswater as well as Ascot residents 
in the member for Belmont’s electorate. 
Residents are pushing for appropriate and effective sound barriers against traffic to be installed on both sides of 
Tonkin Highway as a component of this upgrade. Residents living alongside Tonkin Highway who will be 
impacted by the new works see this as vital to retaining their quality of life and the ongoing harmony of their 
suburb. They are asking for the minister to ensure that the noise abatement measures built into this project manage 
noise levels sufficiently to allow them to continue to live comfortably in their homes in Bayswater and Ascot. After 
meeting with residents, I followed up with Main Roads WA representatives, as well as the transport minister’s 
office, to discuss residents’ concerns in depth. It is essential that the state agencies and the contractors engaged to 
deliver this project establish strong and open communication with the residents in my community who may be 
impacted. This will require ongoing liaison with the community and local governments as the project progresses 
and further decisions are made, particularly about noise abatement measures. Although I am certainly not an expert 
in what specific noise abatement measures will suit this project, I am aware that new and improved technologies 
and processes are always being developed, including those that involve the bridges themselves, the expansion 
joints on the bridges, and the on-ramps and off-ramps. 

As well as the gap project, other major projects I am aware of will also be carried out along Tonkin Highway from 
next year onwards. These include grade separation interchanges at Kelvin and Welshpool Roads, a new flyover at 
Hale Road and an extension from the existing Thomas Road to South Western Highway in Mundijong. The state’s 
most congested intersection, at Tonkin Highway-Welshpool Road, will be fixed as part of this job-boosting and 
congestion-busting package, along with the flyover at Caledonian Avenue, which the minister and I have spoken 
about with my residents on many occasions. 

The Tonkin Highway transformation is expected to create 5 200 jobs. While these works occur, construction will, 
of course, take place on the new Morley–Ellenbrook line, which is set to run along own Tonkin Highway from 
Malaga to Bayswater, before it swings off and comes in at Bayswater station. This will make “Baysy” a significant 
transport hub, with the Forrestfield–Airport Link and the Midland line also going through the station. I understand 
that separate from the Tonkin Highway gap project, independent noise and vibration modelling will be carried out 
for the whole of the Morley–Ellenbrook line. This modelling will identify the location and types of mitigation 
options that may be required to minimise impacts on nearby residents and other noise-sensitive receptors. 

As the scope and technical detail is finalised over the coming months, I understand that these measures will be 
investigated further. As I said at the start, minister, all I am really seeking for my residents is that the minister is 
prepared to provide assurance that noise concerns relating to the Tonkin Highway gap project will be addressed 
by the ongoing work with my community over the coming months. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.46 am]: I thank the member for Maylands for that 
grievance. The member for Maylands is a strong voice for her community and is often talking to my office and 
myself about many of the issues concerning her community. Of course, her community is seeing an injection of 
spending, particularly infrastructure spending, through the Bayswater–Ellenbrook rail line, together with projects 
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such as the Tonkin gap. As the member outlined, the Tonkin gap project is a much-needed project. All those 
motorists driving south or heading north along Tonkin Highway know that there is something known as the 
“Tonkin Highway gap”, and that is a section of Tonkin Highway that has not had any upgraded works, whereas the 
Gateway project to the south has seen work undertaken in that area to widen the road around the airport and remove 
traffic lights. Of course, with the NorthLink project, we saw stage 1 open last year, which was the removal of the 
traffic lights and grade separations at Benara Road, Collier Road and Morley Drive. With NorthLink stage 2, we have 
seen the works open up to the promenade in Ellenbrook, and now with section 3, we will see the Tonkin Highway 
works finish at Muchea, to open at the end of the year. 

We are seeing significant works on that and there are a number of other works in the pipeline, including the 
extension to Mundijong and the removal of another set of three traffic lights, and including addressing the most 
congested intersection across the network, at Tonkin Highway– Welshpool Road. Those works are also budgeted. 
The Tonkin Highway gap has shot to the priority list due to the bottleneck created through the works, both north 
and south. We have seen that already. I have been driving in that area quite a bit and can see that morning and 
afternoon peak traffic creates significant bottlenecks quite rapidly, particularly heading south between 2.00 pm 
and 3.00 pm, and that is an issue we want to address. 

We have put the Tonkin Highway gap works to the commonwealth to secure some funding and made it a priority 
project. We are in the expression-of-interest stage in the marketplace and we want to commence works in the 
middle of next year. As part of that, we have also incorporated the Morley–Ellenbrook and Bayswater–Ellenbrook 
works, which are the works in the median strip to facilitate the Ellenbrook rail line, so a key part of the Ellenbrook 
rail line will be delivered to the Tonkin Highway gap project. As the member outlined, the Tonkin Highway 
gap project includes additional traffic lanes in each direction between Collier Road and Dunreath Drive; new 
bridges over the Swan River, Guildford Road, Railway Parade, the Midland rail lines and Dunstan Road; upgrades 
to Guildford Road and Great Eastern Highway interchanges; a principal shared path with bridges, underpasses and 
local connections for cyclists and pedestrians; noise walls, lighting and amenity; and intelligent transport 
technology infrastructure. 

The issue that has been raised by the community, in the petition that has been prepared and in discussions with the 
member, relates particularly to noise mitigation and abatement, both during construction and when the project is 
up and running. As the member is aware, a key part of all new projects, particularly when increasing the capacity 
of highways such as Tonkin Highway, are noise walls and noise abatement measures. As I said, if I had a crystal 
ball, 20 years ago I would have created the “Noise Wall Construction Company”, because the government is required 
to install proper noise mitigation when upgrades are made to our highways or new rail lines are built. It is quite 
interesting, actually, to look at the proximity of people’s back fences to some of the older highways and rail lines. 
Nowadays, that would not be accepted. Now when we upgrade or build new roads or rail lines, the government is 
required to seriously address noise issues. I saw the petition and the map in which the key petitioner outlined where 
they believe the impacts will be through Bayswater and Ascot. The commitment is to have noise walls as part of 
the project. There will be discussions with the local community about the style and nature of those noise walls. As 
happened when NorthLink WA went through Ballajura, discussions will be held with community members, 
particularly in the northern section. People whose fences back onto major roads sometimes have their back fence 
replaced with a concrete noise wall. A lot of people have older fencing. Issues that are considered include whether 
the work is occurring along people’s back fences, the distance from people’s homes and what vegetation could be 
used as screening. I think a good outcome is when vegetation and noise walls are combined, so vegetation is also 
a key part of the works. Of course, we also look at construction methodology to try to limit noise impacts on the 
local community. 
This is a big project. The Morley–Ellenbrook rail line, together with the Tonkin gap project, is a big lot of work. 
I am quite excited by it, but I know the challenges of managing traffic flow through that area will be significant 
during construction. I thank the member for her grievance. I undertake that we will provide noise walls and noise 
mitigation in the area. We will continually consult with the community, including, of course, through the member 
for Maylands as the local member, about what noise mitigation and abatement methods will be best in each area. 
As I said, construction noise walls will be a key feature. We are also looking at how we can revegetate in many 
areas to again help reduce noise impacts. 
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